AMENDMENTS 



In The Description: 

Please add the following language on page 2 of the application: 

"DIVISIONAL STATEMENT 

This is a divisional of Application Serial No. 09/436,317 filed November 8, 1999." 

The following is a clean version of the Divisional Statement and preprinted here 
for the convenience of the Examiner. 

This is a divisional of Application Serial No. 09/436,317 filed November 8, 1999. 
In The ClaimsT 



f Cancel claims 1-47 and 59 - 62, without prejudice. 

The following is a clean version of all pending claims of the present application 
under 37 C.F.R. 1.121(c)(3) and preprinted here for the convenience of the Examiner. 

48. A disengageable' connector for vertically and horizontally interconnecting individual 
flooring panels with identical edges to form a permanent or temporary laminate flooring 
surface on top of a support structure, said connector comprising: a base and a projection 
extending vertically from said base, said projection having top and bottom portions and 
consisting of identical right and left halves, the top portion of each half comprising 
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identical extensions extending horizontally in opposite directions equal distances 
substantially parallel to, separate from and above said base, and optionally, two 
additional protrusions extending vertically from said base, said two protrusions spaced 
apart from said projection and being located on either side of said projection. 

49. The connector of claim 48 Vherein the base is not designed to be in contact with the 
support structure upon interconnection of flooring panels. 

50. The connector of claim 48 wherein the base is designed to be in contact with the support 
structure upon interconnection of flooring panels. 

5 1 . The connector of claim 48 wherein the protrusions vertically extend a distance less than 
the projection. 

52. The connector of claim 48 wherein the connector is manufactured from metal. 

53. The connector of claim 48 wherein the connector is manufactured from plastic. 

54. The connector of claim 48 wherein the right and left halves of the projection further 
comprise recesses therein. 

55. The connector of claim 48 wherein the base further comprises two recesses formed 
therein located between the protrusions and the projection. 

56. The connector of claim 48 wherein said connector is an elongated track. 

57. The connector of claim 48 wherein the projection extends substantially the entire length 
of the connector. 

58. The connector of claim 48 including protrusions wherein the protrusions extend 
substantially the entire length of the connector. 
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